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Grass Finch, Poeccetes gramineus ; Savanna Sparrow, Ammodramns sand- 
zvickens/s savanna ; Chipping Sparrow, Spizella social is ; Song Sparrow, 
Melospiza fasciata ’ Swamp Sparrow, Melospiz a georgiana ‘ Blue-headed 
Vireo, Vireo solitarius ; Hermit Thrush, Turdns aonalaschkce pallasii / 
Meadowlark, Sturnella tnagua ’ Mourning Dove, Zenaidura macron r a * 
Killdeer, Rgialitis vocifera ; Bluebird, Sialia sialis ‘ Catbirds, Galeos- 
coptes carolinensis ; Pine Warbler, Dendroica vigor sii. 

Bluebirds and Pine Warblers were decimated. Mockingbirds, Cardi- 
nals, Florida Towhees, Carolina Wrens, and all Woodpeckers escaped. — 
Arthur T. Wayne, Mount Pleasant , 5 . C. 



RECENT LITERATURE. 

Volume XXVI of the British Museum Catalogue of Birds. 1 — Volume 

XXVI of the British Museum Catalogue of Birds is the last to appear of 
the twenty-seven volumes constituting this magnificent series, Volume 

XXVII having been previously issued. The first volume of this great 
work appeared in June, 1S74, the others following at irregular intervals of, 
in the average, rather less than a year, the last volume having been 
brought out towards the close of 1S9S. As a general work on the birds 
of the world, no preceding treatise from the time of Linnreus to the 
present day, is at all to be compared with it in point of completeness or 
in method of treatment. To say that it marks an era in the history of 
ornithology is onlj T faintly to imply its vast importance. 

We learn from the Preface of this last volume, by Sir W. H. Flower, 
Director of the Natural History Department of the British Museum, that 
this great undertaking was originally projected by Dr. Albert Gunther, 
his predecessor in the office of Director, “ more than twenty-five years 



Catalogue [ of the | Platalese, Herodiones, Steganopodes, | Pvgopodes, 
Alcae, and Impennes | in the j Collection | of the | British Museum. | — 
(Plataleae) Ibises and Spoon-bills) | and | Herodiones'( Herons and Storks), | 
by | R. Bowdler Sharpe. | Steganopodes (Cormorants, Gannets, Frigate- 
Birds, Tropic- | Birds, and Pelicans), Pygopodes (Divers and Grebes), | Alcaj 
(Auks), and Impennes (Penguins), | by j W. R. Ogilvie-Grant. [ London: | 
Printed by order of the Trustees. | Sold by | Longmans & Co., 39 Pater- 
noster Row, E. C.; | B. Quaritch, 15 Piccadilly, W. ; Dtilau & Co., 37 Soho 
Square, W. ; | Kegan Paul, French, Triibner, & Co., Charing Cross Road, 
W. C. ; | and at the | British Museum (Natural History), Cromwell Road, S. 
W. | 1898. = Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum, Vol. XXVI. 8vo, 
pp. xvii-f-687, pll. i-ic, ii, ii«, iii, iv, v-v£, vi-viii. 
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ago.... The publication of the work has therefore been nearly coinci- 
dent with Dr. Giinther’s administration of the Zoological Department of 
the Museum. It is to him that the general arrangement and supervision 
of the work is due, although each contributor has been allowed a consider- 
able latitude in following his own views as to the details of classification 
and nomenclature. 

“ It was at first contemplated that Dr. R. Bowdler Sharpe would under- 
take the whole work, and the first four volumes were completed by him 
between the years 1S72 to 1879. .It, however, soon became apparent that 
continually increasing curatorial duties .... required very much of his 
attention, and notwithstanding the energy with which he threw himself 
into the work, it was manifestly impossible for him single-handed to com- 
plete the Catalogue within any reasonable time.” Consequently the aid 
of other specialists was invoked to take up certain groups to which they 
had given special attention, while Dr. Sharpe did not relinquish his 
labors. “ Not only did he materially assist in many of the volumes pro- 
duced under the names of other authors, but for seven more volumes 
(making eleven altogether) he is entirely, and for two others he is partly, 
responsible. Some indication of the amount of his share in the whole 
work may be gained from the statement that out of 11,548 species de- 
scribed in the Catalogue, 5181 are contained in Dr. Sharpe’s portion, and 
6367 in those written by the ten other authors.” 

The other authors are the late Mr. Henry Seebohm, who prepared Vol. 
V, the family Turdidre (1881); Dr. Hans Gadow, Vol. VIII, the families 
Paridte and Laniid;e, and the Certhiomorphie (1883), and Vol. IX, the 
Cinnyrimorphje (1884); Dr. P. L. Sclater, Vol. XI, the families Ccere- 
bida 4 , Tanagridie, and Icteridce (1S86) , Vol. XIV, the Oligomyodie (1888), 
Vol. XV, the Tracheophonre (1890), and part of Vol. XIX (Rhamphas- 
tid;e, Galbulidje, and Bucconidie); the late Mr. Osbert Salvin, part of 
Vol. XVI (Upupa; and Trochili) and part of Vol. XXV (Tubinares) ; Mr. 
Ernst Hartert, part of Vol. XVI (families Cypselidce, Capri mulgidse, 
Podargidre, and Steatornithidie) ; the late Edward Hargitt, Vol. XVIII, 
the Picidie (1890) ; Capt. G. E. Shelley, part of Vol. XIX (Indicatorida?, 
Capitonidie, Cuculidse, and Musophagidie) ; Count T. Salvadori, Vol. 
XX, the Psittaci (1S91), Vol. XXI, the Columbce (1893), an ^ Vol. XXVII, 
the Chenomorphie, Crypturi, and RatiUe; W. R. Ogilvie Grant, Vol. 
XXII the Gallime and Allies, and part of Vol. XXVI, the Steganopodes, 
Pvgopodes, AIce, and Impennes; Mr. Howard Saunders, part of Vol. 
XXV, the Gavise. 

The ‘ Catalogue’ is based upon the immense collection of birds in the 
British Museum, which has increased from about 35,000 in 1872 to about 
400,000 at the present time, supplemented by “all other available mate- 
rial contained in public or private collections, or described in zoological 
literature. It therefore professes to be a complete list of every bird known 
at the time of the publication of the volume treating of the group to 
which it belongs. Under the heading of each species is (1) a copious 
synonymy: references being given to every mention of it which occurs 



